Perioperative drug interactions.
The various classes of IV and inhalation anesthetics all appear to potentiate one another. Many of these interactions are clinically useful in outpatient anesthesia, and many are quite predictable. True synergy is most likely to occur when two drugs produce similar actions by slightly different mechanisms. These principles are particularly well demonstrated by the interactions of hypnotic drugs at the locus ceruleus. It is possible that the reduced anesthetic requirements seen in some disease states may involve similar mechanisms.